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This year, ThinkGive thoughtfully maneuvered through uncertain times when learning shifted to

taking place remotely, in person but socially distanced, or a hybrid of the two. We ran a Community

Program in April to empower people with positivity amidst a very difficult time. And we served

~2,000 students and 75 teachers, who together gave ~21,000 gifts over the year.

The importance of these accomplishments is undeniable. We know from research that individuals

who experience deeply stressful situations have the best outcomes if they are able to maintain

strong connections and share their experiences with others. ThinkGive provides this opportunity –

our social emotional learning curriculum promotes strong connections between students, teachers,

family, and community.

Our board has spent the better part of 2020 developing a Growth Plan to bring ThinkGive's unique

ability to foster caring and inclusive classrooms to more students, teachers, and communities. We

are on track to expand our reach to over 170 schools by 2027. Our commitment to equity demands

that we work to reach more underserved schools. We also are proud to have launched a new

website that will serve to support our growth – not only does it make it easy to understand our

mission and impact, but it enables our teachers to set up and run their own programs, and will

enable us to work with more grades at any given school.

It is through our collective gifts that ThinkGive is able to help students thrive in the face of these

challenging times. We offer our deepest gratitude for your passion, resources, and commitment to

inspiring a generation of kindness and inclusion.

T H I N K G I V E  P R O J E C T P A G E  1

Letter from the Board

ThinkGive Board 

Penny Austen | Susan Bacher | Amy Bell | Jennifer Clarke 

 Christine Kielar | Dennis McCollum | Liza Snell



Justin Cameron

Principal
Concord Middle School

Laurence Constable

Managing Member
Kiplin Capital, LLC

Molly Constable

Co-Founder, ThinkGive

Jen Cort

DEI + Justice Consultant

Tara Edelman

Consultant

Rachel Kramer, Ph.D.

Pediatric Psychologist

Stacey Smalley

Dir. of Leadership Dev
Cohen Camps

Polly Vanasse

Teacher

Kim Walker
Director of Special Projects
Shady Hill School

Allison Webster
Head of School
Dedham Country Day School

Advisory Board

Teacher Advisors
Phyllis Buckley

St. Andrew’s School, RI

Jeanne Cannarella

The Advent School, MA

Peggy Dettlinger

University Liggett School, MI

Aleza Elles

Pleasant Knoll Middle School, SC

Tobey Eugenio

Our Sisters' School, MA

Mimi Gleason

Carlisle Public School, MA

Kate Golden

Seattle Waldorf School, WA

Bridget Hanks

Manzanita School, CA

George Langdon,

Shady Hill School, MA

Susan Lewis

Nashoba Brooks School, MA

Drew Mackay

The Beauvoir School, DC

Katie Mosca

Our Sisters' School, MA

Kara Morton

Shady Hill School, MA

Jannette Moya

LEAP Innovations, IL

Anna O'Brien

Pleasant Knoll Middle School, SC

Danielle Passno

The Browning School, NYC

Linda Rapciak

The Meadowbrook School, MA

Katelyn Rapoza

Our Sisters' School, MA

Jon Smith

Willard Elementary School, MA

Sam Starr

Gildersleeve School, CT

Chaitali Thakar

Prospect Sierra School, CA

"While distant from the physical

classroom, students were able to

use the ThinkGive platform, which

had been updated for remote

learning, to track their kindness

gifts and engage with their peers

and class as a whole." 

– Katie Mosca

Our Sisters' School

Who We Are
Staff
Penny Austen
Executive Director

Kate Good 
Marketing Manager

Sean Melia
Program Manager



Adapted ThinkGive for virtual

learning.

Revised curriculum to

incorporate themes of social

justice, mental wellness, identity,

and inclusion.

Launched a new website along

with an updated, easy-to-use

teacher and student portal.

(Thank you, Lauren Beresford!)

ThinkGive's social emotional learning curriculum

inspires young people to become thinkers, upstanders,

and changemakers. Students build a strong sense of

self, make meaningful connections, and learn to lead

with empathy and kindness.
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29 schools 2000 students ~21,000 gifts

Snapshot: 2019-2020 school year

New in 2020

“[With the help of ThinkGive, my 

 students and I] were reminded

that even in times of crisis and

uncertainty, we all still have the

capacity to put others first in

small, everyday acts of love and

generosity.” 

– Anna O'Brien

Pleasant Knoll Middle School



This year has been hard on our youth. Our teachers speak about their

students’ heightened anxiety, loss of independence, and lack of

connection. In the spring, rather than turning away from ThinkGive to

manage their overwhelming workload, many of our teachers leaned

harder into the program. They saw how ThinkGive offered a space

for students to connect, take action, and focus on the positive. 

Recognizing the need to provide students and teachers with

meaningful ways to discuss relevant and important topics and ideas,

we started a curriculum revision in February. We believe that

teaching kindness alone is not enough; it must be taught alongside a

conversation of social justice and  inclusion. 

These revisions will deepen the program by encouraging students to

open their minds, reflect on their own identity and privileges, value

inherent differences, and better understand and empathize with

other people, perspectives, and cultures. They will emerge even more

empowered as individuals to discover their capacity to affect

meaningful change. 

- Penny Austen, Executive Director

Curriculum Update

"I am most proud of the work I have
done finding multicultural resources for

the revised ThinkGive curriculum. I
believe it does a great disservice to only

represent and show one perspective
and identity. As I searched for

resources, I tried to incorporate a wide
array of identities, some that matched

my own and some that did not. 

I want ThinkGive’s resources to
accurately portray the range of

experiences individuals can have being
a part of a country, religion,

community, ethnicity, or any other
identity."

- Chalyssa Robinson
ThinkGive Intern

"I used to see social justice work as
something primarily done by people

who are extroverted, loud, and
confident. As I have gotten older, I

have come to realize that everyone
can and should engage in this work. I
wish I had been taught more about

social justice and what it means to be
an advocate when I was in middle
school. Adolescents face so many

pressures to conform, keeping them
from examining their own values and

taking a stand. 

I believe ThinkGive allows students to
feel supported while discovering their

voices."

- Sophie Lewis
ThinkGive Intern

Our curriculum revisions are meant to help teachers and students

make deeper connections and build strong community. The new

lessons create the opportunity to discuss important, timely themes in

a safe environment – like social justice, social courage, identity, and

mental wellness. When those topics are combined with the

ThinkGive Three, students are empowered to take safe risks in the

classroom while giving True, Small, and Brave gifts to people in their

communities. Teachers and students need a framework for

challenging topics and conversations, and we are working to

provide the tools they need. 

– Sean Melia, Program Manager
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Connection + Community



During remote learning,
ThinkGive helped students
feel more connected to:
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Our
Impact

Will be kinder to

others.

Will be a force for good

in their schools and

communities.

Are more willing to

stand up for what's

right.

Feel they can make a

positive impact in the

world.

Impact shared by students

reported that ThinkGive

helped boost their 

self-esteem + confidence. 
70%

peers

teachers

friends

family

community

Our mission is to inspire young people to use kindness

to engage with their world. In just six years, we have

helped over 400 teachers foster caring and inclusive

classrooms. We have encouraged 7,000 students to

share over 65,000 acts of kindness in their schools and

communities.



P A G E  6

THANK YOU
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For supporting our students, teachers, and our mission.

July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 

Jenny & Peter Alfrey

Charlie & Mellisa Allison

Melanie & Sana Ata

Frank & Joycelyn Austen

Jay Austen

Jerry & Patty Austen

Chris & Penny Austen

Baker-Root Family Foundation

Mark & Dolores Bamford

Susanna & Bill Barton

Janice & John Battle

Alison & Peter Baty

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Beakley

Sandra & Binney Beale

Shelly & Drummond Bell

Amy & Drummond Bell

Robert & Susannah Benner

Todd & Lauren Beresford

Mr. & Mrs. John Beveridge

The Blakeley-Tyler Family

Lindsay & Matt Boger

Terri & Chris Bono

Siobhan Mee & Tom Brown

Caroline & David Brown

Sue & Jim Bumpus

Jenny & Kevin Burke

Annie Burroughs

The Caggiano Family

Carl & Jeanine Calabria

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Campbell

Kim & Dan Capello

Amy & Matthew Capofreddi

Patrick & Nancy Carey

Denise & Scott Carleton

Jennie & Geoff Carnes

Nancy & Gregory Carter

Lori Champine

Erika & Ben Chaset

Bee Mandell & John Chayrigues

CHNA 15

Jennifer & Andrew Clarke

Nancy Heselton & Jeff Clements

Concord-Carlisle Community Chest

Molly & Laurence Constable

Lori & Steve Cook

Laura Hutchinson & Kevin Cox

Holly & John Cratsley

Mollie MacCormack & Chad 

     Darling

Laura & James Davidian

DCU for Kids

Diomedes Foundation

Kim & Rob Dolliver

Jessica & Timothy Donohue

Catharine & Dave Dyer

The Easterday Family

Michael & Tara Burgess Edelman

     Family

Kate & Tom Ellis

Haili Elwood

Caroline Hazen & Frank Faubert 

Fancy Hill Foundation

Laura & Andy Fine

Kristan & Tom First

Jason & Rory Fivek

Alice & John Flint

Suzanne & Sean Foley

Susan & Mark Gally

Robert & Kate Galusza

Kingsley Caulfield & Russell Gamber

Helene & Peter Ginsburg

Claire & Chris Giordano

Lynne & Alexis Goltra

Leslie Williams & Jack Goldsmith

Belinda & Jeff Gower

William & Robin Grace

Karen & Andrew Graziani

Ben & Wendy Griswold

The Growney Family

The Zachary & Lindsey Gund

     Foundation

Bruce & Kristen Gurall

Lee & David Halloran

Elizabeth & David Hays

Jaimee & Timothy Healy

Paul & Gretchen Herron

Amanda & Walter Hickman

The Holsinger Family

The Hurley Family

Hunter & John Hutchinson

Laurie Stefanov & John Inman

Denise & Peter Jantzen

Abby & Paul Jenney

E & A Jennings Family Charitable Fund

Mitzi & Marcus Johnson

Doug & Jennifer Johnson

Mary-Beth & George Jones

Jennifer & Ted Kamionek

The Karczewski Family

Elizabeth Kelleher

John S. and James L. Knight Foundation

Denise & Tom Kracz

Rachel & Bob Kramer

The Krayer Family

Gregory & Barrett Ladd

Christin Lal

Joe & Maureen Laurin

Sarah & Robert LeRoy

“One of the big things I learned

was to not judge people by their

appearance but to dig a little

deeper and find out what they

are really like.” 

– 6th grader



Abode Builders of New England

Barrett Sotheby’s International Realty

Brendon Properties

WTI Window Treatment Installation

Safe Fleet United to End Bullying

Middlesex Savings Bank
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THANK YOU

T H I N K G I V E  P R O J E C T

For supporting our students, teachers, and our mission.

July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 

Jason & Jen Lee

Anna & Curt Lefebvre

Amy & Jay Livens

Bob Conrow & Jamie Long

Mr. & Mrs. Ian Kimball Loring

The Lorusso Family

The Loughlin Family

Caroline & Anthony Loumidis

Martha & Rick MacDermott

Blair MacInnes

Kristyn MacInnis

Robin & Mike Malouf

Patrick & Melissa Martin

Fawn Hardison & David Mayer

Lucy & Bobby McBride

Melissa & Jack McBride

Dennis & Joanne McCollum

Tom & Liz McGinley

Laura Wood McGinley

Sean Melia

Middlesex Charitable Savings

     Foundation

Sue & Mark Mildrum

Kristen & Kevin Miller

Lucy Blakeley & Terry Mollner

Carolyn & Euan Mowat

Patti Satterthwaite & John Muresianu

Andrea Murphy

Ted & Tamara Myles

Judith Neilson

Monique Nerrow

Carol & John Neville

Amy & Bouke Noordzij

Elaine & Paul O'Connell

The O'Connor Family

Betsy & Christoph O'Donnell

The O'Hare Family

Dr. Ivan Orup

Joanne Paleo

Liz Paley

Monika & Chris Park

Alison & Paul Parker

Andrew & Daryl Peddar

Amanda & Jeffrey Peppercorn

Karen & Bill Perkins

Gretchen Pfuetze

Hillary & Preston Picardi

Ruth & Tom Piper

Jennifer Pohlig

The Potter Family

Brooke & Patrick Redmond

Gerard Riedel

Rachel & Jake Robards

The Rodday Family

The Richard & Alita Rogers Family

     Foundation

Matthew & Candace Root

Susan Littlefield & Martin Roper

Ruthy Bennett Rosenbaum

Jill Block & Wade Rubinstein

Alexandra & Sean Ruhmann

Emily & Wes Rush

Kelly & Chris Ryan

Jenny & Tom Seeman

Ann & Christopher Sgarzi

Eric & Heidi Sifferlen

Adam & Amy Simon

Katie & Ben Small

James Rhee & Meg Smith

Travis & Liza Snell

William & Rachel Sones

Jenn Dominguez & Nate Spilker

Wade & Mary Staniar

Mr. & Mrs. Langley Steinert

Anna & Peter Stevens

Nicole Zungoli & Ted Stimpson

Elise Stockly

Alison & Brian Sung

Heather & Thayer Swartwood

Ashley & Jake Swenson

The Taranto Family

Technology Underwriting Greater

     Good (TUGG)

Sangita & Nick Thakore

The Dolliver Family Foundation

Tom & Patty Doar Foundation

Steven Torres & Erika Toomey

Rodd Malitsky & Karen Turk

Irene & Chris Todd

Gail Trimble

Greg & Amy Vanden-Eykel

Dr. & Mrs. Henry Vaillant

Gemma & Seth van der Swaagh

Polly Vanasse

The vanderWildens

Tobi & Keith VanOrden

Gary & Elaine Vilchick

Lynn & Jonathan Wachs

Cate & Andy Waldeck

Isil & Sergio Waxman

Lisanne Wheeler & Fred Weaver

Patrick & Kim West

Heidi & Drew Williams

Christina Williams

Joseph Rigali & Tracy Winn

Patricia & Jon Woodard

Jill & Rob Yates

Our Corporate Partners 

Abode Builders

Barrett Sotheby’s International
Realty

Brendon Properties

WTI Window Treatment
Installation 

Safe Fleet United to End Bullying

Middlesex Savings Bank

McWalter Volunteer Insurance
Agency

Open Door Education

Orangetheory Fitness

Vervaine Design Studio

Wegmans



THANK YOU
Volunteers for all your support. 

July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 

Anna Abate

Amy Baer

Lauren Beresford

Jennifer O’Brien Bermant

Lindsay Boger

Courtney Bonang

Tandy Bryant

Phyllis Buckley

Lisa Caperna

Camille Casey

Joe Coleman

Lisa Cornell

Alison Coyne

Gian Criscitiello

Sophia Culpepper

Lisa Davis

Laura Deimel

Lucy Douglass

Jay Duhaime

Aleza Elles

Allie Fisch

Etta Gold

Ellen Goldhammer

Laneisha Gray

Irina Gunina

Justine Hanretty

Christy Harper Karcher

Cynthia Hickman

Amanda Hickman

Kellie Holloway

Molly Horan

Lisa Iaccarino

Krysta Johnson

Jennifer Johnson

Hannah Jones

Liz Joyce

Rachel Kramer

Elise LaCroix

Jae Lee

Sarah Leonardelli

Sophie Lewis

Barbara Lobosco Wall

Kitty Mahin

Zack McArthur

Jeanne McDermott

Kara Minoglio

Carolyn Mowat

Marie Nagode

Adeeva Fritz

Thomas Furbee

Jason Naroff

Valerie Nygren

Anna O’Brien

Rachel Parker

Robin Privat

Jennifer Putnam

David Raabe

Chalyssa Robinson

Keenan Roche

Kelly Sampar

Meghan Shea

Deepti Sirohi

Jon Smith

Alex Sprinzen

Kate Squire

Caroline Tocci

Ryan Walker

Liz Wand

Julia Williams

Ryan Wonsor

Patricia Woodard

Daryl Wright

Amy Wylie

Abby Zwetchkenbaum

Mary-Wren vanderWilden


