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"ThinkGive made me recognize how
I treat others, how they treat me,

and how I treat myself." 
– 8th grader

"ThinkGive challenged me to
think of others first and what I
can do for them. I learned that

my actions are powerful."
– 6th grader

"Our whole class was affected by
ThinkGive. It changed people’s

mindsets, which changed our class." 
– 5th grader
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D E A R  T H I N K G I V E  C O M M U N I T Y

At ThinkGive, we think of our community as a table. Sitting at that table are people we are
close to, people we have met, and people we don’t yet know. There are always empty seats so
that we can invite others to join. Importantly, however, we recognize that our communities can
feel unwelcoming to some—and it is our responsibility to actively remove barriers to make it
possible for others to take a seat. 

Over the course of the 2021-2022 school year, students caught up on learning, rekindled
friendships, and once again engaged in sports and clubs. Long deprived of their school-
related support systems, many remembered that, through community, we find the strength to
endure hard times. 

It is no surprise that amidst years of tumult, the youth mental health crisis has intensified. Data
from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) indicates that, for many reasons,
about a third of adolescents experienced poor mental health in 2021. Indeed, there were more
than 47,000 mental health visits to emergency departments at children’s hospitals around the
country in the first three quarters of 2021—nearly 40% higher than the same period in 2020. 

While no substitute for treatment, social and emotional learning (SEL) serves as a protective
factor in promoting emotional well-being. ThinkGive’s SEL programs help students feel more
connected, better able to express themselves and relate to others, and more empowered to
advocate for their needs. After participating in ThinkGive, 86% of students said they’d be kinder
—and perhaps more likely to invite a new friend to their table.  

In 2021, ThinkGive launched our Every Child Scholarship to remove barriers to accessing our
programs. With the help of supporters like you, we engaged 2,500 youth at 47 schools and
organizations largely throughout Greater Boston, 53% of which serve historically marginalized
youth. 

The following pages celebrate our community—our donors, grantors, corporate sponsors,
educators, and volunteers who support our work and help us build a more inclusive
community. We are excited to share stories from those who have been empowered by our
programming to make change in themselves and their communities. 

Pull up a chair! 

Sincerely,

Jennifer Clarke                                             Penny Austen
Board Chair, ThinkGive                              Executive Director, ThinkGive
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O U R  P A R T N E R S  I N  T H I S  W O R K
( 2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 2 )
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MASSACHUSETTS
Boys & Girls Club of MetroWest
Boys & Girls Club of Lynn
Boys & Girls Club of Woburn
Carlisle Public School
Carroll School 
Condon Boys & Girls Club
Danny’s Place Youth Services
Dedham Country Day School
Douglas MacArthur Elementary
Fessenden School
Girls, Inc.
Greater Lawrence Technical Sch
Harlem Lacrosse 
John F. Kennedy Middle School
Kingsley Montessori
LEAP for Education
Lesley Ellis School
McCarthy Elementary School
Meadowbrook School
Mission Grammar School
Nashoba Brooks School
Our Sisters’ School

RJ Grey Middle School
The Park School
Sacred Heart School
Saint Columbkille Partnership Sch
Shady Hill School
Shore Country Day School
St. Anthony School (SAS)
St. Stephen’s Youth Programs
Fenn School
Tower School
Willard Elementary School
Winsor School
Woburn Memorial High School
Worcester Academy

OTHER STATES
La Reina Middle School (CA)
St. Anne’s Episcopal School (CO)
Gildersleeve School (CT)
Griswold Elementary School (CT)
Ransom Everglades School (FL)
Belmont Cragin Elementary (IL)
University Liggett School (MI)

Westfield Friends School (NJ)
Browning School (NY)
St. Andrew’s School (RI)
Pleasant Knoll Middle School (SC)

INTERNATIONAL
Christ’s Victory Center (Kenya)
Kliptown Youth Program (South 
     Africa)
Trinity College of Medicine (St 
     Vincent and the Grenadines)
Kogni Primary School (GH)
Bong Naa Yili Primary School (GH)
Kanvilli Nuriya Primary School (GH) 
Kumbungu DA Primary (GH)
Kumbungu Rashidiya School (GH) 
Kumbungu Wataniya Primary (GH)
Methodist Exp. School (GH)
Nanton Primary School (GH)
Nujumul School (GH)
Tunayili Primary School (GH)
Vogu Primary School (GH)



O U R  V A L U E S

This year a board committee spent many hours redefining our
values to ensure that they align with our mission and provide our
team with a clear north star. The process included actively
listening to stakeholders, generating ideas, then chiseling away
until the essence of ThinkGive emerged. We are excited to share! 

Choose kindness
Kindness is foundational to everything – how we interact with
others, how we work, and how we live. Its power is
underestimated, but it has astonishing effects for the giver and the
receiver: it connects us, heals us, empowers us, and lifts us up.

Pursue authentic inclusion
We strive to create a community of people with different ideas,
strengths, perspectives, and cultural backgrounds that reflects the
diversity of the youth we serve. We work collectively to ensure that
all feel appreciated, seen/heard, and valued.

Empower youth
We hold and show a deep respect for young people, their ideas,
and their capacity to impact others. We believe in the potential of
young people and invest in them as the key to a brighter future for
our communities and our world.

Small is profound
We believe that every individual, at every age, has the capacity to
make the world a better place by taking small, positive, and
intentional actions. And because we are all interconnected, our
actions ripple outward to inspire a collective shift.
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"ThinkGive changed how I think
about and treat other people. 

I learned that being kind to
someone in the smallest way
can change how they feel the

rest of the day." 
– 6th grader

"I learned that you can't change
others, but you can change

yourself and view people from a
different perspective to see the

good in yourself and the world.” 
– 7th grader

“Diverse friendships can make us
more understanding and kind

because if you have more
experience with different types of
people you will understand things

from different perspectives." 
– 5th grader

05ThinkGive Impact Report



2 0 2 1 – 2 0 2 2  A T  A  G L A N C E

Engaged 

2,500 
youth in the

program

53% 
of students served

are historically
marginalized

Our mission is to inspire young people to use kindness to engage with their world. In nine
years, we've worked with over 600 educators to foster caring and inclusive classrooms,
and encouraged nearly 10,000 students to take 77,000+ actions promoting kindness,
inclusion, and connection in their schools and communities.

Launched 

2 
new programs

Growth rate 

17% 

69%
educator

retention rate
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84% felt more connected with
family, 78% with community,
77% with friends, 65% with

peers, and 61% with teachers

74% 
felt an increase in

self-esteem

86% 
will be kinder to

others

F A C T S  +  F I G U R E S

ThinkGive’s proof of impact is evident in our high partner school retention rates and
post-program quantitative and qualitative feedback gathered via surveys from
students and educators. We consider a program successful if teachers report on
behavioral changes predicted in our Theory of Change including an increase in student
empowerment, connection, kindness, and an overall shift toward a more caring and
inclusive classroom community, and if a high percentage (70%+) of students report an
increase in prosocial qualities such as empathy, kindness, gratitude, and social
responsibility.

We know that ThinkGive serves as a protective factor against anxiety by impacting
relatedness, empowerment, self-care, and self-esteem. Our evaluation shows that, as
a result of engaging in the ThinkGive program, students:

85% 
felt empowered to
be a force of good

72% 
are better at seeing

things from someone
else's point of view
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P R O G R A M  U P D A T E

It’s been a productive and busy year! With new additions to our
program team, we’ve had the bandwidth to develop new, exciting
offerings that expand ThinkGive’s reach and provide educators with
various options to build community in their classrooms. 

In October 2021 we released a Perspectives Spotlight, then in January
2022 we launched an Allyship Spotlight in collaboration with Social
Capital Inc. (SCI) of Woburn. This program extended into high school
and adult communities. SCI ran the Spotlight on Zoom during the
months of January and February. 

We also wrote curriculum for early elementary students. ThinkGive
Junior was initially spearheaded by graduate students in the Masters
of Applied Positive Psychology (MAPP) program at the University of
Pennsylvania. We built on their work and developed a program
geared to kindergarten and first grade students. Focusing on social
and emotional learning in a child’s earliest years can greatly help in
fostering self-awareness, social awareness, and interpersonal skills.  

We released a new format of curriculum, Mini Lessons. These are free
stand-alone lessons offered on the resources section of our website.
They give educators an easy-to-use resource, and provide them with
a taste of ThinkGive programming. We will be adding to our first six
Mini Lessons over the fall and winter of 2022–2023 to provide
educators with current and relevant materials.

Finally, in early 2022 we had the honor of being recognized by the
Goldin Foundation for Excellence in Education with an Exemplary
Projects Award. The Goldin Foundation recognizes educators who
have made outstanding contributions in their classrooms, schools and
communities, and shares best practices in education that can be
replicated or adapted.

Looking ahead, we’re engaging in visioning work to create our
Program Plan that will guide us in the coming years in improving and
enhancing ThinkGive’s array of options for educators. 
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T H E  E V E R Y  C H I L D  S C H O L A R S H I P

ThinkGive is on a mission to bring social and emotional learning (SEL) to every single child.
For that reason, we offer scholarships to schools and youth-serving organizations that
serve a high number of students who have been historically excluded from programs like
ours based on race, socioeconomic status, or other factors. 

We launched our Every Child Scholarship program during the 2021-2022 school year and
provided our curriculum free of charge to 26 sites. Our programming emphasizes self-
awareness, social awareness, and relationship skills; it equips students with the tools they
need to connect and build a sense of belonging. This is especially necessary for young
people who have been disproportionately impacted by the crisis in mental health
affecting youth.

Our community of funders allow us to extend our programming to organizations that
serve a high number of students who have been historically marginalized and who have
received little or no SEL in the past. It is our hope that every child can benefit from this
powerful programming. 

Based on the success of our pilot program, we are committing to raising funds to bring
our SEL program to 1,350 historically marginalized youth in Greater Boston (50-75
students per site at 18 schools/organizations) in the 2022–2023 school year. 

Teachers from organizations who have received scholarships have seen the difference in
their students: 
     “We’re a proud recipient of a scholarship from ThinkGive that allows us to provide 
     ThinkGive to our students at no cost to us. I have taught ThinkGive in various upper      
     elementary classrooms and was amazed at my students’ universal engagement and 
     growth. They were excited to learn from the interactive curriculum while also having 
     opportunities to apply what they learned in their lives and share it on the online 
     platform. My favorite part was hearing scholars use the lessons’ language in their 
     casual conversations with friends – and the long-lasting impact the lessons had on our 
     classroom community!” – Kierstin Giunco, Mission Grammar School

Thanks to the generosity of donors like you, we’re expanding the ThinkGive community.
Thank you for your support. 

If you know of any schools/organizations that might benefit from this scholarship, please
nominate them! 
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"ThinkGive is one of the most
amazing programs I have ever had

the pleasure of being a part of.
Coming from one of the toughest

townships in Soweto, we work with
kids who barely see kindness, let

alone being taught the importance
of being kind to the next person.

ThinkGive gave them the
opportunity to be a part of a

community where kindness is our
language and where they are given
the freedom to see it as their home.
A home where they can freely see

the next person as family.
ThinkGive is truly amazing."

 

– Educator, Kliptown Youth
Program (KYP)

"ThinkGive helps students see beyond
themselves and realize they have the power

to create a supportive community, both
within school and beyond."

 

– Educator, 6th grade
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W H O  W E  A R E

Staff
Amy Anderson
Program Director

Penny Austen
Executive Director

Lisa Caperna
Director of Outreach

Scott Berman
Director of Marketing

Board
Jennifer Clarke, Board Chair 
Executive Director, Concord Business Partnership. 

Cato Anderson 
Managing Partner, McWalter-Volunteer Insurance Agency

Penny Austen
Executive Director, ThinkGive

Amy Bell
School Psychologist, RJ Grey Middle School

Adam Carberry
Research Associate, Harvard University 

Emily Denault
Educator, The Park School

Desha Hislop 
Real Estate Associate, Barrett Sotheby's International Realty

Dennis McCollum
Girls Basketball Coach, Concord Academy

Kimone Simpson
Manager, Education Portfolio, New Profit

Christine Kielar
Development Officer, Emerson Hospital 

Cate Waldeck

Justin Cameron
Principal
Concord Middle School

Laurence Constable
Co-Founder, Kiplin Capital

Molly Constable
Co-Founder, ThinkGive

Jen Cort
DEI + Justice Consultant

Nicole Dorn
Chief of Finance + Strategy,
Bridge Boston Charter 

Tara Edelman
Consultant

Rachel Kramer, Ph.D.
Pediatric Psychologist

Stacey Smalley
Dir. of Leadership Dev
Cohen Camps

Advisory Board
Liza Snell
Brand Strategy Consultant

Polly Vanasse
Teacher

Kim Walker
Director of Admissions and
Enrollment, Birches School

Allison Webster
Head of School, Dedham
Country Day School

Junior Advisory Board
Julie Destine
Smith College, '21

Shoshi Gordon
Bowdoin College, '24

Chalyssa Robinson
Smith College, '21

Alexandra Giles
Williams College, '22

Julia Williams
Tufts University, '22

Cherry Goldszmidt
Smith College, '23

Sophie Lewis
Bowdoin College, '22

Anum Iqbal Hashim
Program Coordinator

Sean Melia
Lead Curriculum + Content Writer
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T H A N K  Y O U !
For supporting our mission and growth.
July 1, 2021–June 30, 2022 

Abby & Paul Jenney
Adam Carberry
Agnes Quisumbing
Alexa & Cato Anderson
Alexandra & Sean Ruhmann
Ali & Baird Ruch
Ali & Brian Sung
Ali & Pete Baty
Alice & John Flint
Allyson Kurker & Jim Weitzman
Amanda & Jeffrey Peppercorn
Amanda & Walter Hickman
Amanda Blakeley
Amy & Bouke Noordzij
Amy & Matt Hutter
Ana & James Signorovich
Andrea & Bart Kalkstein
Ann & Chris Sgarzi
Anna & Curt Lefebvre
Anna Stevens
Anne Grape
Anne Law
Annie Montesano & Dan Schiebe
Ashley & Jake Swenson
Betsy & Marshall Dorr
Blair MacInnes
Bob Conrow & Jamie Long
Bruce & Kris Gurall

Our Corporate Partners

Carol & John Neville
Caroline & Anthony Loumidis
Caroline & David Brown
Cat & Stuart Johnstone
Cate & Andy Waldeck
Charlie & Mellisa Allison
Chris & Penny Austen
Christin Lal
Christine & Dan Kielar
Christine Casalini
Dawn & Jon Rennert
Dennis & Joanne McCollum
Desha & Shaka Hislop
Diana & John Clymer
Diane & David Green
Diane Taubner & Scott Randall
Diego Cadavid
Doug & Jennifer Johnson
Dr. & Mrs. Henry Vaillant
Dr. H. Ivan Orup, Jr.
Dr. William Austen
Drummond & Amy Bell
Elise Stockly
Elizabeth & David Hays
Ellen & Ted O'Rourke
Elva Hayden & Paul Martin
Fawn Hardison & David Mayer
Frank & Joycelyn Austen

Gail H. Trimble
Gemma & Seth van der Swaagh
Greg & Amy Vanden-Eykel
Gregory & Barrett Ladd
Grenier Family Charitable Fund
Gwen Acton & Mark Moody
Heather & Mike Tunnicliffe
Heidi & Drew Williams
Helene & Peter Ginsburg
Holly & John Cratsley
Irene & Chris Todd
Isil & Sergio Waxman
Jane McBride
Jason & Jen Lee
Jason & Rory Fivek
Jean Chandler & Ken Reeves
Jen & Mike Lannan
Jenn Dominguez & Nate Spilker
Jennifer & Drew Clarke
Jennifer & Marc Ubaldino
Jennifer Pohlig
Jenny & Christian Perrotta
Jenny & Kevin Burke
Jenny & Peter Alfrey
Jenny & Tom Seeman
Jerry & Patty Austen
Jessica & Timothy Donohue
Jill & Rob Yates
Jodi & Scott Wolf
John & Johanna Boynton
John Brooke
Joseph Rigali & Tracy Winn
Judy Neilson
Juliet & Gabe Simon
Karen & Bill Perkins
Karian & Vincent Wong
Kate & Tom Ellis
Kelly & Chris Ryan
Kelly & Roberto Morales
Kristan & Tom First
Kristen & Kevin Miller
Kristy & Sean Detweiler
Laura & James Davidian
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T H A N K  Y O U !
For supporting our mission and growth.
July 1, 2021–June 30, 2022 

Laura Foulke
Leslie Williams & Jack Goldsmith
Linda & Ray Schubnel
Lindsay & Matt Boger
Lisanne Wheeler & Fred Weaver
Liz & Scott Harvey
Liz Paley
Lori & Karl Hick
Lori Champine
Lucy & Bobby McBride
Lucy & Brian Rosborough
Lucy Blakeley & Terry Mollner
Lynne & Alexis Goltra
Mark & Dolores Bamford
Mark Stein & Rosa Hallowell
Marsha & Karl Austen
Mary Anne & Jim Jasinski
Matthew & Candace Root
Meg Smith & James Rhee
Megan & Mark Pesce
Melinda O'Leary
Melissa & Jack McBride
Melissa Carr & Dave Hosford
Michael & Stacey Smalley
Mitzi & Marcus Johnson
Molly & Laurence Constable
Monique Medici
Morganti / Schermerhorn
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. Langley Steinert
Mr. Gary Vilchick
Nancy & Patrick Carey
Nancy Heselton & Jeff Clements
Nicole Zungoli & Ted Stimpson
Patricia & Jon Woodard
Patrick & Kim West
Patti Satterthwaite & John
Muresianu
Peter & Sarah Blum
Polly Vanasse
Rachel & Bob Kramer
Rick & Martha MacDermott
Robert & Elizabeth Gibbs

Robert & Kate Galusza
Robin & Mike Malouf
Rod Riedel
Rodd Malitsky & Karen Turk
Ruth & Tom Piper
Sandra L. Beale
Sangita & Nick Thakore
Sarah & Robert LeRoy
Sarat Pothuri & Gopi Vaddi
Scott Berman
Shelly & Drummond Bell
Siobhan Mee & Tom Brown
Sue & Carl Bell
Susan Bacher
Susan Reynolds
Susan Winstanley
Ted & Tamara Myles
The Caggiano Family
The Dolliver Family
The Easterday Family
The Krayer Family
The Littlefield / Roper Family
The O'Connor Family
The O'Hare Family
The Robin & Bill Grace Charitable
Family Fund
The vanderWildens
Todd & Lauren Beresford
Travis & Liza Snell

Wendy & Ben Griswold
William & Sybil Robb
Yonina & Andy Goorno

FOUNDATIONS
AmazonSmile Foundation
Baker-Root Family Foundation
Cambridge Trust Charitable 
     Foundation
CHNA 15
Concord Carlisle Community Chest
Cummings Foundation
DCU for Kids
Diomedes Foundation
Dolliver Family Foundation
Emerson Hospital
John S. + James L. Knight Foundation
K & M Foundation
Kofi Tawiah Foundation
Martin Richard Foundation
Saab Family Foundation
Shinnyo-en Foundation
The Goldin Foundation for  
     Excellence in Education
The Richard & Alita Rogers Family 
     Foundation
The Sudbury Foundation
The Toy Foundation
Tom & Patty Doar Foundation
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T H A N K  Y O U !
Volunteers, partners, and educators for all your support.
July 1, 2021–June 30, 2022 

Alexandra Giles
Allie Wornell
Amanda Ashton
Amanda Nasser
Ana Signorovich
Anna O'Brien
Aphiwe Sineke
Ashley Quan
Autumn Battaglia
Barbara Wall Lobosco
Carolyn Mowat
Chaitali Thakar
Chalyssa Robinson
Cherry Goldszmidt
Damani Duverna
Danielle Passno
Darby Connolly
Diane Jackson
Drew Mackay
Eleanor Burkett
Eliza Perry
Elizabeth Burkhard
Elizabeth Planje
Erin Gawlick

George Langdon
Hamide Eygoren
Ivy Kali
Jack O'Brien
Jannette Moya
Jason Proulx
Jayleane Hearns
Jeanne Cannarella
Jennifer Johnson
Jennifer Moran
Jennifer Putnam
Jill Yates
Jodi Furlong
Jon Mattleman
Jon Smith
Julia Williams
Julie Destine
Kara Morton
Katelyn Rapoza
Katherine Johnson
Kathleen Henry
Katie Gorczyca
Katie O'Brien
Katie Sullivan

Kierstin Giunco
KT Mosca
Lara Aknin
Lauren Beresford
Lebohang Thobatsi
Leona Brandwene
Lerato Thamae
Linda Rapciak
Lindsey Thomas
Lisa Rodriguez
Madeline Gillespie
Marie Nagode
Mary-Wren vanderWilden
Meg Gambale
Mimi Gleason
Mziwamadoda Xaba
Nancy Rosenblum
Olga Muzila
Olwethu Zibi
Patricia Woodard
Peggy Dettlinger
Peter Amoabil
Phil Gordon
Phyllis Buckley
Rachel Kramer
Reenie O'Brien King
Sam Starr
Sara Davey
Sarah Cavanaugh
Shondaray Ducheine
Shoshi Gordon
Shu-Kay Choi
Sibongile Mkhonza
Sophie Lewis
Stacey Smalley
Susan Lewis
Suzi Holmes
Tobey Eugenio
Tshepang Sesoane
Wisley Ngabwe

14ThinkGive Impact Report


